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El Cerrito Community Council Meeting 

APRIL 20TH, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 

WE ARE DISCUSSING EL CERRITO’S 

MAY 6TH  PROTEST AGAINST  

EXTREME DENSITY IN  

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS   

We will be talking about the planned protests taking 
place throughout the City on May 6th, including the 
protest in El Cerrito, at the College Avenue-
El Cajon Blvd intersection.   
 

The protests are against the City’s continuing push of 
development changes that favor developers with no 
limits on development, minimum affordable housing, 

no parking requirements, few, if any, fees being 
collected for the facilities needed to support all of the 
new people and unreasonable transit alternatives. 
 

Learn more about the protest and the upcoming 

Protest Poster Making Party at the College 
Rolando Library on April 22, 3-5 p.m. 
 

Help us get the word out by delivering flyers to some 
houses on your street. Bring neighbors & friends to 

join the protest on Saturday, May 6th 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 

WE ARE MEETING VIA ZOOM AT 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6192863890 
 

Meeting ID: 619 286 3890 
 

By Phone & One tap mobile 

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose);  
Meeting ID 6192863890# 

 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR A 
SATURDAY, MAY 6th PROTEST 

1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

College Avenue & El Cajon Blvd 
Wear a Blue Shirt & Blue Jeans/ 

Pants/Leggings/Shorts would be great 
 

The College Area protest, organized by College Area 
Neighbors for Responsible Growth, is going to be from 

1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the intersection of El Cajon 
Boulevard and College Avenue. We suggest wearing a 

Blue shirt so participants become a visual block. 
 

We are anticipating TV and newspaper coverage, so 
want many residents to participate! All ages are 
welcome, so make it a family outing. 

 

Other San Diego Communities are going to be 

protesting on this same day at different times.  

______________________________ 
 

NEW EL CERRITO YARD SIGNS - $25  

ENCOURAGE DOG POOP PICK-UP 
 

 
 

These great signs were designed by El Cerrito 
resident and past ECCC Board member, Vanessa 
Dangerfield.  The $25 includes the sign, a yard stand, 
a roll of poop bags & zip tie to attach the bags!   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6192863890
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You can request your LET’S PICK UP signs at   
elcerritocommunitycouncil@gmail.com and send 
payment via our Paypal link or send checks made out 
to El Cerrito Community Council to P.O. Box 151268, 

San Diego, CA 92175. 

______________________________ 
 

Advertise Here! 
 

THE ECCC NEWSLETTER IS ACCEPTING 

ADVERTISING AGAIN! 
 

The ECCC Newsletter is accepting advertising again! 
This is great news for businesses wanting to get the 
word out about your products and services to your 

El Cerrito neighbors. The Cost is very reasonable at 

$60 per month (one month free if you pay for six 
months in advance).  
 
To make arrangements, please contact us at 
elcerritocomunitycouncil@gmail.com. 
 

We require camera ready art in a jpeg format.  If you 
are unsure about what you have, please contact and 
we will figure it out with you.  We look forward to 
helping you broaden your exposure and expanding 
your business. 

______________________________ 
 

REVIEW OF ECCC 

MARCH 16, 2023 MEETING 

Information on 

CITY’S NEW SB 10 & OTHER PLANNING 
 

Danna Givot’s presentation at the March meeting was 
recorded and is available for viewing here – 
  https://youtu.be/hB0jf5FoEtU & hit the Browse 
Youtube Button 
 

Mayor, Todd Gloria, and a majority of the City Council 
are pushing development plans to eliminate single 
residential neighborhoods. There are so many new 
development regulations, one after another, that it is 
hard to keep up, and more are on the way. 
 

Danna Givot, of Neighbors For A Better San Diego 

https://www.neighborsforabettersandiego.org/

reviewed all of the recent density initiatives, such as 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) Complete 
Communities, Transit Priority Areas, Sustainable 
Development Areas, SB-9 and SB-10 and the 
cumulative effects of all, particularly on the College 
Area Community Plan Update, please view at the  
Youtube link above.   

 
Please donate to Neighbors-support all they do! 
  

Information on these and newer regulations is also 
available on Neighbors For A Better San Diego’s 
website, above, and at the City’s Planning 
Department website at 
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning. 

JOIN THE COLLEGE AREA COMMUNITY 
PLANNING GROUP ON  

MONDAY, MAY 8TH, 6:30 PM, FOR THE 
LATEST NEWS ON THE COLLEGE 

AREA COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE  
 

The College Area Community Planning Group (CACPG) 

will discuss the College Area Community Plan Update 

Map status at its May 8th meeting, starting at 6:30 

p.m. in the College Rolando Library. 
 

The last official activity on College Area Plan Update 

was at the Planning Commission in November 2022, 

when some Commissioners suggested that the City 

and the College Area Community Plan Update 

Subcommittee (Subcommittee) could work together 

to make some changes to their separate Plans that 

would be acceptable to both sides.  

 

The presentation to the Planning Commission can be 

reviewed at  

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/

college_cpu_-

_planning_commission_final_ocr_scanned_text.

pdf.  Pages 50-55 compare the CACPG-Subcommittee 

–Community 7 Visions Plan to the City’s Plan.  
 

Since then, some Subcommittee members (Members) 
meet a few times with representatives of City officials, 

suggested certain changes to the City’s Plan Update 
maps and were given a new City Plan Update map by 
the Planning Department at a meeting in mid January.  
 

The Members presented themselves to the City as 

concerned residents only, not acting on behalf of the   
CACPG or the Subcommittee. A map with notations 
has been circulating to a limited audience and 
summary of the Members’ meetings, dated February 

7, 2023, is posted on the City’s website at 
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/
revised_2-7-23_ad-
hoc_committee_summary_of_notes.pdf and 
mistakenly states the Members were an Adhoc 
Subcommittee.   
 

It was in January after the Members’ and 
representatives meetings that scheduled monthly Plan 
Update Subcommittee meetings with the Planning 

Department were cancelled by the Planning 
Department to a distant future date. 
 

The Members, as they were working on their own, not 

on behalf of CACBG or the Subcommittee, did not 

notify the CACPG or Subcommittee of their activities.  

The CACPG briefly discussed the matter at its last 

meeting, so there have been many questions swirling 

throughout the College Area about what transpired 

and the status of the 7-Visions Map on which we all 

worked so hard.  
 

The Tuesday, April 18th Subcommittee meeting 

reviewed the situation with the Members, College 

Area residents and the Subcommittee and determined 

that the 7-Visions Map is still the official map of the 

CACBP and Subcommittee.   

mailto:elcerritocommunitycouncil@gmail.com
mailto:elcerritocomunitycouncil@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/hB0jf5FoEtU
https://www.neighborsforabettersandiego.org/reviewed
https://www.neighborsforabettersandiego.org/reviewed
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning
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All subcommittees are required to present their 

activities to the full board which they are acting on 

behalf of, for a full board review, discussion and vote.   

 

The Members were acting solely on their own 

behalves, not representing the CAPB or 

Subcommittee, so there are no changes to the 

original October 26th, 7-Visions Map, presented at the 

Planning Commission meeting.  

______________________________________ 
 

EASTERN AREA COMMUNITIES PLAN 

UPDATE SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

The Eastern Area Communities Planning Committee 
(EACPC), which is the Planning Committee for 
the El Cerrito Community south of El Cajon Blvd, has 
formed a Plan Update subcommittee (Update 
Subcommittee) to start planning on where we want 

zoning changes throughout our communities. EACPC 

is part of the Mid-City Community Plan, so will be also 
working in conjunction with the three other MidCity 
communities of City Heights, Kensington-Talmadge 
and Normal Heights. 
 

We encourage anyone in the EACPC area who is 
interested in planning future housing, employment 
opportunities, parks and recreation facilities, libraries, 
and other neighborhood considerations, to attend our 
monthly meetings on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Consideration will include all of the main East-West, 
North-South corridors and zoning already in our 
MidCity Community Plan. The City also has some 

maps that include both sides of El Cajon Blvd in 
overlay zones, so we have a little bit of a start on 
what the City may plan on these corridors. 
 

The current MidCity Community plan can be viewed at 
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/
midcity.pdf.  Page 54, Figure 13, is the current 
EACPC zoning map. 
______________________________________ 

 

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD VOICES  
2024 STATE BALLOT INITIATIVE TO 

RESTORE LOCAL ZONING 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS 
 

Neighbors For A Better San Diego hosted a Citywide 
Town Hall meeting to present Our Neighborhood 
Voices and its State Ballot Initiative to take planning 
matters away from the state level and restore 
planning decisions to local governments. 

 
The Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) https://scag.ca.gov/ has voted 
overwhelmingly to support Our Neighborhood Voices 
campaign and to restore a neighborhood voice in 
community planning.  

 
This initiative will protect the ability of local 
communities to adopt laws that shape local growth, 
preserve the character of neighborhoods, putting a 

stop to the stack-them-and-pack-them model, and 
require developers to actually produce more 
affordable housing and contribute to the costs for 
infrastructure associated with new housing.   

 

For more information on Our Neighborhood Voices 
and to Make A donation - website is at 
https://ourneighborhoodvoices.com/. 

______________________________ 

 
DONATIONS! DONATIONS! DONATIONS! 
 

A Big THANK YOU to all of you who donated to the 
El Cerrito Community over the last few months.  
 
We do continue to need donations - big or small. 

Donations can be made to the P.O. Box 151268, 
San Diego, CA  92075 – there is an easy to use form 
on the last page of this newsletter - or you can go to 

our web page, 
https://elcerritocommunitycouncil.org and use 
our PayPal account.    Let us know if you would like 
your name published or if you would like to remain 
anonymous. 
______________________________________ 

 

GET INTO NATURE AT  

BEAUTIFUL CHOLLAS LAKE 
 

Chollas Lake Summer Camp registration will be 
available soon!  

 

Researchers are finding that getting into nature helps 
your mood, memory and cognitive function and are 
recommending you get out of the gyms and off the 
machines a little more and instead get to a park or 

other place of nature to walk, jog and just enjoy 
being in nature. They are also recommending that for 
maximum benefit you leave the phone behind! 
 

El Cerrito is very lucky to be close to Chollas Lake 
which has is a great blend of nature and a variety of 
activities. Give yourself a chance to interact with 
nature, hear the water and the ducks, smell the trees, 
and feel the breeze. 

 

 
 

The lake path around the lake is for walking, jogging, 
and bicycling.   
 

If you would like to do more than walk, jog, bike or 

hike, the park has picnic tables with barbecue grills, 
children's play equipment, a small basketball court, 

and a multi-purpose ball field AND KIDS CAN FISH. 

https://scag.ca.gov/
https://elcerritocommunitycouncil.org/
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History of the Lake - As a reservoir built in 1901, 
Chollas Lake helped serve early San Diego's water 
supply. In 1966 it was turned over to the Parks & 
Recreation Department, and was designated a youth 

fishing lake (for children ages 15 and under only) in 
1971. 

 
Bus Routes - The park is accessible by bus 
via SDMTS Routes 5, 856, 916 and 936. 
 
Walk/Jog/Run/Bike for Fitness - Begins 6:30 
a.m. daily. Come enjoy the breeze, the peaceful 
water, and local wildlife while you exercise. Don’t 

forget to hit the Nature Trails for some elevation 
change and enjoyment of native flora and fauna. 
 
Fishing Clinic - Sundays 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
If you need to borrow a pole, please arrive before 
1:30 pm. Open to children 15 years of age and under. 

No experience or equipment necessary. Fishing 

lessons, bait, and fun provided. Need help with your 
own equipment? Instructors will be happy to assist. 
No need to register; this is a free drop-in program. 
 
Adult Walking Class - Takes place Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Join us for light 

exercise and camaraderie as we do 2-3 laps around 
the lake. The terrain is mostly flat and easy to access. 
Meets by the recreation office (the small building 
between the main parking lot and the lake). Adults 
only. No need to register, this is a free drop-in 
program. 
 

Intro to Archery - Takes place Sundays 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m., starting January 29th. Learn correct 

posture, aim, and safety; play some shooting games 
and have some fun! Ages 7 and up. **Please note: 
the archery area is available to use only under the 
supervision of a City of San Diego instructor.** Bring 
your own equipment or use ours for free. No need to 

register, this is a free drop-in program. 
 
Planning a party or gathering? - For events with 
fewer than 50 people, picnic shelters may be rented 
for about $32 per hour; email 
LCBaker@SanDiego.gov at least one week in advance 

to secure a permit. Another option is to use any of the 
free picnic tables that do not have a roof over them. 
 
Don’t Forget the Playgrounds - Need to wear out 

the little ones? Try the large playground at Gloria’s 
Mesa, one driveway west of the main parking lot. 
Prefer to stay by the lake? Enjoy the small playground 

on the south side of the lake, with swings facing the 
water. 
 
Park Hours - Gate Closures - The main gate at the 
East entrance of the park next to the lake opens at 
6:60a.m. and closes 30 minutes before sunset. Other 
gates close BEFORE the East gate. Please note the 

closing time posted at your point of entry. The 
following are main gate closing times in 2023, which 
change seasonally: 

2/12 5:30 p.m. 
3/12 7:00 p.m. (change to daylight-saving time) 
4/30 7:30 p.m. 
8/20 7:00 p.m. 

9/10 6:30 p.m. 

10/1 6:00 p.m. 
11/5 5:00 p.m. 
*Times are subject to change. Staff may close the 
lake due to safety concerns during inclement weather 
or hazardous conditions such as rain, high winds, 
lightning, muddy trails, or other conditions. Staff will 

reopen the lake when the safety concerns are 
resolved. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day. 
 
Check out the  Program Guide 
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/

chollaslake.pdf and  Chollas Lake Map 
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/
chollaslakemap.pdf 

______________________________________ 
 

GENTLE FITNESS CLASSES  
At Colina Del Sol Rec Center 

5319 Orange Avenue 
 

The San Diego Department of Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring a gentle fitness class for seniors. The class 

is free and is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm at the Colina Park Recreation 
Center at 5319 Orange Avenue, San Diego, CA 
92105. The skill level is beginner. Ms. Velma is the 
instructor. Join us in a light fun workout that focuses 
on being active. The class includes stretching, 

walking, chair yoga, tai chi, and other aerobic and 

strength training activities.  
______________________________________ 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US!  

EL CERRITO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
BOARD HAS OPENINGS 

 
If you would like to be on the El Cerrito 

Community Council Board, we have openings so 
please join us. 

 
We are working on getting back to in-person 

meetings, at which time we will have a Board 
Election.  Until then, we are meeting on Zoom. 

 
Between elections, the sitting Board has the 

authority to elect new Members. 
 
Please send us an email at 

elcerritocommunitycouncil@gmail.com if you are 
interested.  We look forward to meeting you! 

 

http://www.sdcommute.com/
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/chollaslake.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/chollaslakemap.pdf
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SEND MAYOR, TODD GLORIA, AND 
OUR D-9 REP, SEAN ELO-RIVERA, 

AN EMAIL TO GET PARKING AT OUR 
COLLEGE ROLANDO LIBRARY!! 

 
Yes one more important issue for ECCC!  
 

Message from Jan Hintzman, of Friends of the 
College Rolando Library: 

 
Hello neighbors, 
  
I’m asking you to consider sending the message 
below out to your neighborhood contact lists.  This is 

the time when the Mayor and our councilmember 
need to be reminded that our library is important to 
us.  Once the project gets approved, our task grows 
ever harder.  Thanks so much! 
  

Jan Hintzman 

619-665-3217 
 
A link to our April College Times Courier opinion 
piece: 
https://sdnews.com/trust-me-says-the-city/  
  
A short message from the Friends of the 

College-Rolando Library 
  
Dear neighborhood families, 
  
“Libraries build lives!”  And we have a library that was 
built without secured parking.  Access to our library is 
at risk due to planned development next door.  This is 

a critical moment.  The city is reviewing the 
construction plans, and needs to hear from us that 
preserving access to parking is essential for our 
library.  There is no street parking. 
  
Please take a minute to email our leaders.  A short 

message, “Save the College Rolando parking” works, 
or see our attached talking points for more ideas.  
Mayor Gloria MayorToddGloria@sandiego.gov  and 
councilmember SeanEloRivera@sandiego.gov 
  
College-Rolando Library Talking Points 
 

We ask the City to honor its 2019 zoning for 6650 
Montezuma Road that allowed only a 125- room 

hotel and NO residential dwellings. This property 
holds the driveway the city built for the library and 
most of its parking. It is required by a joint-use 
agreement to remain accessible to the public. 
If the City fails to honor its own zoning agreements, 

why should it expect developers or landowners 
to respect the municipal zoning code? The City should 
be leading by example and enforcing its own 
zoning laws. 
 
If the requested dense hotel/residential development 

is granted, the City, at the minimum, needs to 
secure protections for library parking such as an 
easement. The 6650 Montezuma property owner is 
seeking a zoning waiver and access across the library 

property and the City wants a permanent 

parking easement for the Library. This provides a 
basis for negotiations that could resolve the 
Library parking problem. The City needs to take a 
leadership role to enable this compromise. 

 

The College-Rolando Library serves the 6th largest 
population (53,000 patrons) and is one of the 
busiest branches in San Diego. 
 
Libraries are a necessary community resource. 
The City professes to seek equity for our overlooked 

older neighborhoods. Past City actions affecting our 
library are a reinforcement of existing structural 
inequities. Our needs are being ignored. 
 
- We have the 4th lowest median household 

income ($51,567) among San Diego Branch 

Libraries. Our median income is a full $30,000 below 
that of the city as a whole. 
 

- We are a diverse community in terms of 
race/ethnicity. Our library serves more than 60% 

minority populations – less than 40% of our 
population is White. 

 
The Library is crippled without parking. In 2017, the 
Library lived with only 28 parking spaces and 
no access from Montezuma. Circulation was halved, 
the community room sat empty and program 
attendance dropped dramatically. 
 

While the City fails to protect our parking, it is 
spending over $4 million to add 80 parking spaces to 
Scripps Ranch, doubling the parking there. Its new 
Mission Hills library enjoys 3 levels of very 

expensive underground parking. We are not getting 
equitable treatment. 

 
There are 7 residential developments under 
construction in this area totaling more than 1,000 
units. 
 
The pressure on this community for additional 
resources is huge. We need more parking, not less. 

The older communities served by the College-Rolando 
Library have few other community resources or 
amenities. The increase in residential density will only 
make this situation worse. Now is the time to show us 
the City cares. It is the least the City can do to 
address the lack of resources in our communities of 

the College Area, Rolando, El Cerrito, Rolando Park, 

Colina and parts of Talmadge. 
 
Make your voice heard with an email to Mayor Gloria 
and our D-9 Councilmember, Sean Elo-Rivera. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://sdnews.com/trust-me-says-the-city/
mailto:MayorToddGloria@sandiego.gov
mailto:SeanEloRivera@sandiego.gov
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Come By & Enjoy Yourselves! 
Families Welcome! 

 
 

5540 EL CAJON BLVD 
NOW OPEN FOR PICK UP, PATIO  

AND IN-DOOR DINING 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP SENDING THE NEWSLETTER THROUGH YOUR DONATIONS  
 

 
I/we donate $ to the Cerrito Community Council Newsletter.  

 

Name(s) or Company Name (if corporate sponsor): 
 

 

_________________________________________ _____________________________________________  
 

 

Address: __________________________________ Phone #(s): __________________________________  
 

_________DO    _______DO NOT print our name(s) in the newsletter.  
 

Send donation to: ECCC, P.O. Box 151268 ♦ San Diego, CA 92175-1268 
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